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provision, and a universal call; the very sentiment which 
re had formerly renounced, for that of Dr. Gill; and he 
actually made such progress in the doctrine of salyvau on as 
to be fully persuaded that the number of the -aved would 
equal, if not exceed that of the lost. This belief he not 
only avowed in private, but proclaimed with joy to his 
crowded congrezations, which usually consisted of nearly 
athonusand. But thouch some of the arguments he had 


seen tn Seigvolk’s book, presented themselves, at times, 


with a fotee that he could scarcely withstand, such was his 
timid:ty that he would not yet willingly allow !inwself the 
liberty even of thinking on the subject of Universal Sal- 
vation. 

Wishing to visit his native place, he engaved the Rev. 
Vir. Botsford to take the pastoral care of lus earch at 
Weleh Neck, during his absence ; and im Se; tember. (1779) 





Weare now arrived at that period when his attention, 
was first drawn to the subject of Universalism.—Early in| 
1778, a frend on whom he called, suewed him “The Lver-' 
lasting Gospel,” asmall book by Paul Seigvolk, and, re | 
quested to be informed what the author meaut. Win- 
chester, by looking into it here and there, soon preceived 
that its design was to prove, what was entirely new to hit, 
the final salvation of all men; but though struck with 
some arguments that he glanced over, he readily decided 
that the scheme could not be true, laid the book aside, and 
determined to think no more of the subject. Still, how- 
ever, it would at times court his attention. Hespent the 
following summer travelling and preaching in Virguaia ; 
where happen.ngto mention the matter toa minister, he 
was told that the doctrine had been the subject of a contro- 
versy in the public papers, between a gentlentan of the law 
who denied the eternity of punishment, and a clergyman 
who defended it. Providence appears to liave resolved that 
he should not forget the subject; forhe also heard, while 
here, that an Episcopahan clergyman had a few years 
before, openly avowed Universalism, and preached it to 
his astonished people for two suceessive sabbaths, wlien it 
pleased God, by a sudden sickness, to remove him from 
his earthly labours, cr as it was commonly termed, to cu/ 
him off from the earth. 


Having passed the summer in Virginia, preaching to 
good acceptance, Mr. Wincliester, returned in the fall to 
his people at Welch Neck. Here a bitter cup of sorrow 
that he had twice drained, awaited him: his wife sick- 
ened and died. Amidst a consuming pain of ten or eleven} 
days, her mind rose to a high state of devotional joy; and! 
her example and conversation served to abstract her hus-| 
band trom the common objects of life, and to concentrate; 
all his powers on the work of his ministry. He preached} 
and exhorted with a zeal and singlencss of motive that} 
could not tail of effect. A revival commenced and in ai 
few months about 140 whites were added to his charch,! 

le addressed himself also to the poor blacks; his known: 
opposition to slavery recommended him to their favora-! 
ble attention, and before the next June, (1779) one hun- 
dred of them were baptized.—*This,” says he,“was a sum- 
mer of great success, and I shall remember it with pleas- 
ure while [live.” His prayers and exhortations, however.! 
had, in their fervor, far exceeded the narrow limits of Cal- 
vinism, to which he had strictly confined himself for seven} 
years, Refore he was aware, he was preaching a general 
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began his journey to New-England. Travel). 
Unough the continent, and preaching as lie went, ne hed 
many opportunities of conversing with ministers of differ- 
ent denominations ; and often proposed to them the argu- 
ments he had seen in favor of Universalism, which to tis 
surprize, he found them generally unable to controvert. 
He still thonght himself an opposer of the doctrine, and 
sometimes preached against it with a desperation propor- 
tioned to his fear of bemg overcome by it. He arrived in 
New-Png!land in the latter part of autumn, where he trav- 
elled extensively and preached with much applause and 
considerable success, for about nine months. 
his resolution, the truth was steadily gaming on his mind, 
and not unfrequently transported him, when engaged in 
conversation, to state its evidences so plamily as to couvinee 
his company beyond recovery, and to strengthen the’ im- 
pressions on his own mind which he meant tw resist. 


Early in the autumn of 1780, he set off with the inten- 
tion of returning to South Carolina. On his way, he tar- 
ried a while ona visit at Pawling’s Precinet, near the cast- 
etn boundary of the State of New-York, where the subject 
that now engrossed much of his attention, was frequently 
the topic of conversation. Of the family of the Rev. Mr. 
Waldo, with whom he resided, one became fully convinced 
of the final salvation of all mankind; and several religious 
people who were present, were overheard regrett py that 
they had inquired so far into the subject, as they could not 
resist the arguments he had proposed. 

Thus, converting others, and halfa convert himself, he 
arrived at Philadelphia, on the 7th of October, He intend- 
ed to have left the city ma few days; but Providence had 
designed that he should lee enter ona new sphere of ac- 
tion, and devote his influence and talents to a eause which, 
not withstanding the bitterness of bigotry and the obstinacy 
of prejudice, is the desire of all nations, and the only justifi- 
cation of the ways of Gud to man. 


The Baptist Church in this city, being destitute of a 
miuister, requested him to stay and preach with them, and 
he at length consented. Much excitement was produced 
by his labors; great additions were made to the church; 
his congregation grew too large for the meeting house, 90 
that his friends procured the use of St. Paul's, the Eypisco- 
pal charch, the largest in the city, which was immediately 
filled to overflowing; and must of the clergy, of ali denomi- 
vations, embraced every oppcrtunity to hear him. 


Amidst this tide of snecess and popularity. while a’! ap- 
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peared to a prove, ue himself was far from being satisfied. 
Anxious to inguire iato the new doctrine, of which he had 
ceen buta giimnse, he searcned for Seigvo!k’s book in order 
to vie it a thorough readmg. It was some time before 
cross it; bat in the meanwhile, a friend put into 
his nand S/onchouse on the “Restitution of all Things.”— 
This he read with care; and was so far convinced by its 
proofs, that with his characteristic frankness aud simplici- 
ty, he began to indulge himseli, among iis friends, m ex- 
press iz a hope that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, God would gather together all things in Christ.— 
When asked with surprize, whether he believed this, he 
repeatel that he could not but hope it. ‘This soon came 
to the ears of a minister, bis particular friend; and as 
friendship, when soured by sectarian prejudice, generally 
proves the most ruthless enmity, his friend, meeting him in 
the street, broke abruptly upon him with the report he had 
heard, and parted from him by saying, “If you embrace this 
sentiment. | shall no longer ewn you for a ‘brother 2° a dee- 
jaration that he maintained with the dogged obstinacy of 
his scct, uever speaking to him aiterwards, and refusing to 
to shake hanls wheu they met. 


he cam 


Winchester instantly saw the convulsion that was ap- 
preaching. and felt the necessity of ascerta:ning whether 
Universalism was the doctrine of the Scriptures, that so 
he night decide in bis own mind, whether to defen:t or re- 
nounce it. For this purpose be confined himself to his 
chamber, except on Sundays, and spent about a month in 
re, rand careful examination of the Bible, when, though 


she 


he wished a longer opportunity for consideration, he be- 


came so well ccavinced of the truth of the doctrine as to 
know st his duty by no means to deny it. Huis determina- 
tion Was vow formed in clear prospect of the loss of his nu 
merous circle of friends, his support, his fame, and his char- 
acter; and he preparcd himself ior the sacrifice, when the 
trint should come. Uis manuer of preaching remained 
moch the same as heretofore, holding forth the death of 
Christ and salvation for mankind in generai terms, without 
specuying a belief m Universal Resioratron. This was 
sufiecentiy Wheral to give offence to some, who came no 
more to hear him. I[n the latter part of January, (1783,) 
a number of hischurch members met him at a friend’s 
house to be certified whether the report concernmg his 
sentiments was trove. He acknowledged Its faith; and 
the resnit of the conference was, that he should not preach 
Universalism, nor introduce it m private conversation un- 
less attacked or requostel; and that they. on their part, 
shonld not mention the matter to his disadvantage, but en- 
deavor to keepit close. But betore they parted for the 
evenpy, sume of his brethren wished to know the reasons 
for ‘vis belief; and after some debate among themselves, it 
was agreed that he might read to them such passages of 
scripture ashe pleased, but withoat a word of comment. 
He did so, and several of them were convinced. 


From this time to the end of <‘arch, the fermentation of 
the public mind continually increased. Many came to 
couverse with Vir. “Winchester on the doctrine of the Res- 
toration; some embraced it, and others violently opposed 
it; till difference of opiniou among the members of the 
church grew to the rancor of party spirit. 


On the first Sunday ot April, Mr. inchester was to 
preach at Germantown, about eight miles from Philadel- 
phia, among the German Baptists, who hold the doctrine 
of Universal Resioration. As he was leaving the city on 
Saturday, he found that a number of eminent ministers had 


just arrived from the country, on the private request of 


some of his apposers, to hold a public dispute with him.— 
Givimg them the liberty of his pulpit for the next day, he 
departed for the place of his appointment. During his ab- 
senee, a report was industriously circulated that he ha 

fled to avoid an interview; and on Monday, when he re- 
turned. the delay occasioned by a tuneral that he was cal! 

ed to attend, encouraged his opposers, till they began to de- 


INQUIRER. 

ceive themselves with that talsehood they had imposed on 
others. The mmnititade was assembled in the meeting- 
house, impatiently waiung for the dispute, his opposers 
were reproaching his friends with his flight, and clamor- 
ously vaunting over them, when Winchester entered with 
a serene countenance, and took his seat. A sudden change 
came over the assembly; his friends were relieved trom 
their anxiety, and they who had boasted so much in his 
absence, feared to encounter him when present. Ilis as- 
tonishing memory, which had already treasured up much 
of the scriptures, was well known, and his talents as « 
public speaker, undoubted. The vote of the assembly was 
then read, by which the Rev. Mr. Boggs had been selected 
to dispute with Mr. Winchester. Mr. Boggs then arose, 
and thus addressed the people; “J am not prepared lo dis- 
pute with Mr. Winchester. I have heard that he says tt 
would take six weeks to canvass all the arguments fairly on 
both sides; and I suppose that he has been studying on the 
subject for a weck or more, and I have not studied it at all.” 
Discovering that there wus to be no debate, Mr. W inches- 
ter then begged the privilege of explaming and defending 
his own sentiments for two hours, and finally for only one 
hour; but, as might have been anticipated, they who dar- 
ed net meet him on equal ground, dared not allow him to 
exhibit his strength; his request was wholly refused.— 
‘They felt, however, the necessity of previding some busi- 
ness worthy of the great preparations that had been made ; 
and accordingly when one of the ministers rose and said 
that their business was not to debate with Mr. br inchestcr, 
hut to ask hm whether he believed that bad men and angels 
would finally be restored, the rest immediately agreed, and 
insisted that the question should be put to him. “Do yovr 
heheve tn Universal Restoration?” Mr. Winchester’s 
friends objected to his answering this question unless he 
had leave to vindicate his sentiments; but he rose, and 
observing that he feared no use which could be made ot 
his words, told them plainly that he did believe the doc- 
trine of Universal Restoration, and was willing to defend 
it. After some conversation, the ministers present advised 
the church to obtain another pastor; and the matter was 
so managed that though Mr. Winchester’s adherents were 
at first a majority of the society, the scale was soon turned 
against them, and they excluded from the meeting-house. 


Mr. Winchester was now about thirty years old. The 
public interview put an end to that reserve which the en- 
treaties of friends, and his own dread of contention had in- 
duced him, for three months, to maintain in his preaching. 
During the rest of his life, we are to contemplate him an 
avowed aud devoted advocate of Universalism. 


Ashe and his adherents were destitute of a house for 
public worship, the Trustees of the Pennsyivanra Unt- 
VERSITY magnanimously allowed them the use of their 
Hall. Here Mr. Winchester delivered a sermon on the 
22d of April, from Gen. ii. 15, in which he, for the first 
time, preached his new sentiments plainly.* The oppo- 
sition to his meeting was general and bitter. The weak- 
minded were appalled at the audacity of a man who de- 
nied infinite wrath the gratification of endless torture; the 
bigoted abhored what was, to them, so entirely new; and 
they who drew their support or influence from the co:n- 
mon doctrines, would not be backward to join in the hue 
and cry. Some predicted that Winchester would soon be-~ 
come an Atheist; and others, that he would abandon him- 
self to the most infamous licentiousness. 

To be Continued. 





“This sermon was published with an Appendix of serip- 
ture-proofs and answers to the principal objections then 
urged against Universalism. Winchester says, of this pub- 
ircation, “it was my first appearance in the world as a pros¢ 
writer.” Whether he had published any Hymns before 
this period | know not; but I think the expression inti- 





mates that he had appeared in public as a writer of poetry 
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REVIEW. 
"FoR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


TO MR. GEORGE MUSGRAVE, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Sir,—I have read with a good degree of care, your three 





late publications; the two first of which are entitled, 
“Loud preaching to Universalists,” and “True value of, 
Universalism in a dying hour.” These two I now purpose 
briefly to examine. 

In passing over the first of these, the tone was discover- 
ed to be Jouder than | at first anticipated. You did well to 
call in the aid of *“tten thousand thunders ;” the number is 
well calculated for stage effect, and this appears to be the 
only justification which the piece exhibits for your high 
sounding title. 

You state that a certain Universalist “during his present 
illness, by the grace of God, has been made to FEEL the 
awful reality of that explicit declaration of the divine word 
—The wicked shall be turned into hell.” 
led me to pause, and to inquire, 

1. Did this Universalist suffer this awful reality ? 

Ans. Certainly, for G. M. says so, 

2. Where did he suffer it ? 


Ans. Ia Philadelphia, for he is stated to be still alive. 


This sentence 


3. Was the threat inflieted on this man which is implied 
in the words——The wicked shall be turned into hell ? 

Ans. Yes, for G. M. insists upon it, that he felt, not be- 
lieved, this awful REALITY—1. e. he was turned into hell. 
Lrgo—-hell is in this world, and no other, or G. M. is en- 
tirely ignorant of the matter. 

After deducing these answers from your own premises, 
I could not avoid the inquiry—--Is it now the office of the} 
grace of God to turn the wicked into hell? and if so, is 
this what Paul means in saying that it “bringeth salvation 
toall men?” Not having your premises for . guide to the 
answer, J leave this for your future consideration. 

After learnigg that he had felt the awful reality, it isa 
little remarkable that you inform us, “he now believes that 
he is really in danger of an eternalhell!! We has found 
that for sin—he must answer at the tribunal of Christ.” 
Musz, is not subject to contingency—it excludes all con- 
ditions not annexed ; let usthen attend to the sequel, in 
your own words ;---“His friend, in order to try the reality 
of his change, [you appear to be partial to realeties] as it 
regards his former belief, inquired, whether it ‘would be 
just in God, to cast him into hell. He replied, with tears 
in his eyes, ‘O yes, perfectly just to cast me off forever.” 
Within four lines of this we read---“His friend then asked 
him, whether he was real/y prepared for death, and wheth- 
er he could say, Come Lord Jesus, come quickly. Raising 
his eyes to heaven, he exclaimed “Come Lord Jesus, come 
now.” His friend, together with the rest in the room, then 
sang the following beautiful hymn: “When I can read my 
title clear,” &c. and when they came to the two last lines, 


like his.” 
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pain and weakness, sang louder than any of the rest---“Aud 
not a wave of trouble roll, Across my peaceful breast.” 

Here then is a remarkable instance of a man, who had 
been ‘turned into hell,’ and who, after this, believed that he 
must answer for sin at the bar of Christ, and that he was 
in danger of an eternal hell, to which, if he were consigned, 
it would be by the justice of God---and yet, in view of all 
this, he is heard to say, as an invocation to death---“Come, 
Lord Jesus, come now.” [n any thing short of what is cal- 
led religion, this must be considered insanity, 

If his own views of himself were correct, and a future 
hell of never-ending duration be the punishment of trans- 
Sressors, a recollection of other passages of scripture might 
possibly damp the zeal of this converted Universalist. An 
apostle assures us, that what we sow, that shail we alse 
reap. We also learn, from various scriptures, that every 
one shall {not may} be rewarded according to his works, 
If then, this man’s opinion of himself, and of the de stiny to 
which the sustice of God would consign him, with the 
consent of grace also, were correct, J inquire, and] do it 
earnestly, for the reasons of his hope, 

You state that when “the Rev. Mr. Patterson, who visi- 
ted him a few hours before his death asked him on what 
his hopes were fixed---He exclaimed with much animation, 
and ecnfidence, “none but Jesus, none Lut Jesus, none but 
Jesus.” O whe can help saying, “Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” 

Here then is a man fit “fuel for hell fire,” by his own ae- 
count, or yours at least, expressing confidence in Christ for 
salvation itom the punishment of his just deserts, and you 
have the temerity to add, in relationto the subject, “Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
O iempora ! O mores! 


If it were true as stated in the commencement, that he 
was “turned into hell” as ene of the wicked, this hell was 
the purgatory of Catholics, for he is suddenly converted 
into one so righteous, that even you would gladly claim 
his situation for your own. By what operation this change 
was effected, is not so easy to imagine, as in what it con-+ 
sisted. After suffering the reality, (a very short one it 
seems) he was still in fear,thatthe just punishment of ‘his 
sins would be inflicted upon bim in an elernal hell ! 

Permit me now to inquire, what had this man done, that 
he was su obnoxious to be “cast off forever” into an eternal 
hell ? 
heresy! viz. that “the Lord is good to all, and his tender 


merties over all his works.” 


You give the answer, he believed in a damnable 


What a dreadful heresy ! 
why de not the good people of the present day, blot this 
from the prophetical writings! But what was the effect 
The dying man tells us that 
“Jt as a religion that may do very well to live by.” 


of this heterodox faith ? 


True, I may be wrong, but it is strong as *proof of holy 
writ, to my understanding, that ifa religion will do very well 
as a rule of life,and fail in the hour of dissolution, a reli- 
gion the reverse of this, viz. that which is a bad rule of liv- 





he joined in singing them, an:! notwithstanding his extreme 


ing, is the very religion of those who term themselves or 
. fe] 
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- = a 
thodox, or they inadvertently condema themselves. and the doctrine be so very dangerous. it is oped they 
fant’ pate a salvo for yourself here. You had already|may appear in print. If your appeal to Universalists he 
stated in the commencement, that you do not believe, of/not the most consummate hypwerisy, you are bound by the 
this doctrine, that itis fit for either life or death. True,jlove which you oxpress for the souls of men, to labour for 
but you have so aberrated from this, that you stand be-jtheir information. I have long believed the docirive---it 
tween the horus of a dilemma, from which you cannot)has supported in the tempests of adversity, amid the frowus 
easily escape. Persist in your own opinion, and you virtu-|of near and dear relatives, and thrice m the prospect of 


ally destroy every vestige of authority derived, or which|immediate death. But Iam canable of improvement. nor 





you would derive, from the whole of this complex business.} yet too proud to receive information, from whatever source 
[ff you doubt the truth of your convert’s ack. owledye-|it may come. Ina future number I shali probably contin- 
ment concerning what was a subject of every-day o¢ our-lnethe review, inthe meantime rest assure.!, [1 shall esteem 
rence, with what propriety do you solicit our belief in alit a favor tolearn that your love for the souls of men is 
concern, of which he could kuow bo more than you do: jnot quenched by these desultory remarks on your produc. 
i. €. precisly nothing. If you allow his conclusions res-|tions. 


pectiny the effect of the doctrine op his life, you must re- With the utmost sincerity, 
sort to free, sovereign.discriminating grace,to save you from Yours in the Gospel, 
Mes ieee ; : MIENTOE 
faiiiug ito the damnable heresy of Universalism. If salva- MENTOR. 
Hartford, June 26. 


tion be of works, how much better than very well to live by, 





=> 





must be that religion, which shall ensure it? If salvation 


be of grace, how much more of the same sort of grace will a ee 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
wicked mto hell?) And of how much deeper die must be — 


be necessary for our salvation, than that which turns the 


our crimes, than to deserve endless misery, in order cer-| Mr. Edifor,—I send you the two following paragraphis, 
tainly to miss salvation? taken from a Baptist paper. They relate to “the Evan 
The first light thrown on the subject of this man’s con-jgelical Gossner,” who prefers remaining “a member oi 
version is from the flames of hell, as the anticipated fear-|the Catholic Church,” rather than to fellowship a Protes- 
ful state of the wicked. Heconsiders himself a condidate}tant Church, for the simple reason, that it is “so full of un- 
for this destiny. This awakens his fears, not merely for}belief, and estranged from the truth of the gospel !” 
his sins, but for the erroneous views which he entertained] How strange, how passing strange, that a Protestant pa- 
of his Saviour, and he now sees “that Christ is verily God] per could admit such a bitter rebuke into its columns ; nor 
---in a word, he has entirely renounced Universalism, and|can I possibly account for the circumstance, on any othe 
professes to believe the {ruth.” What has led him to re-|principle,than that they are left to make these obvious 
linquish the belief of one God, does not appear in evidence,!concessions, “not knowing what they say, nor wiiereof 
nor yet the nature of the truth which he professed to be-|theyaliirm.” Should a Universalist say as much, would 
lieve, unless it be the consoling tenet of endless misery,|they consent to publish the sentiment? But this is not the 
and the heathen notion of a plurality of Gods. only instance in which the orthodox have borne witness 
It is entirely immaterial to the question, whether the agninet themechvas, in a similar manner, and they ought 
whole tale be a fact or a falsehood, as tothe argument for BAe Ah, SONCT Cte ShNtIes Tay SEMANEtINg Seer ah cen 
which it is related. It savours (oo strong of Popish legen- pemmean. The reader is eegine to the Christian Secreta- 
dary appeals to the ignorance, the indolence, or the super-|'” om Mey TR, Eneee he wel Sed the ccmmapning: a8 
stitions of the multitude, to bear for a moment the light of closing paragraphs of “the Evangelical Gossner,” as fol- 





investigation. If our faith, as Protestants be bound up ates 


~ 


, 7 2 . es . wel av « ta . 
the darkness of Egyptian fable, let us reject the uslepteineel I do not know whether yeu have already heard of that 

‘truly evangelical preacher, the Rey. John Gossner, a native 
jof Bavaria, and member of the Catholic church, though a 
our counsel, To the law and the testimony. If clear evi-|decided enemy of Rome and its impostures.” 


dence, and rational arguments be insufficient to maintain! “He is very far from any thing Roman Catholic, and he 
’ : rou} os eve ini ) nef: : oat 
the sentiments :ve have embraced, they shall be given up would long ago have joined the Protestant church if he 
, did not see it so full of unbelief, and estranged From the 
truth of the gospel.” 


entirely. If we profess the records of truth as the man of 


without a struggle. At present the very fears of the or- 





thodox, and the smister means by which they endeavor to} N_, B. If the reader should faney be has found a key te 


convince Us this mystery, in Gossner’s being “a decided enemy of Rome 
. ( a . vaalwess ani - anaes ; . . . 

how much they feel their own weakness, and are a prognos- and its impostures,” | shall not dispute his taste. 

tic of the final prevalence of truth. Y. Z. 


hide the light of truth, are alone sufficient to 


It is stated in one of the pieces, that another Universal- . ' 
ist, who visited him, “was thereby convinced of his error.” ae ee 


tf such be indeed the fact, it is possible that the reasons by] Mr. Editor—The two following paragraphs lately ap- 


which he was persuaded, can be repeated, If they can, peared in the same paper, atthe same time. The first 


re, 
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copied from the C heist an Mirror, is . headed, Solemn and 
innortant considers tions, intended as a preventive to hear- 
tng the doctrine of Universal Grace. The other is a com- 
pliment to the \mer:can Tract Society. How they can 
boih be true, I leave to modern system-makers to deter- 
mune, 

In the one, the cause of success, is imputed to the de- 
pravity of man—in the other, to the power of God. If 
causes so d.fferent conduce to the success of moral suasion 
on the minds of men, by what rule are we to judge of the 
causes of the prosperity of various societies, unless by the 
vague «pmious of the friends or opposers of these Socie- 
ties ? 

“We can easily account for the success of Universalist* 
preachers, aud of a'! whocry peace to the wicked. The 
vecson is they preach precisely the doctrine which sinners 
love.” 

“An institution thus commenced, thus consecrated to 
God, we believe must prosper.” 





*Ia quoting from the Christian Virror, the word univer- 
salists Was changed to others in a neighboring paper. 


-——- a 


FOR TiIE RELIGIOUS 


INQUIRER. 


Mr. Editor—Some of your readers are apprised tivat an 
American Tract Society has been established, but it is pos- 
sible that some may be ignorant of the importance of the 
Society. To such I would earnestly recommend the pe- 
rusal of the iniatory speech of the president of the insti- 


tution, a part of which is in the following words, to wit; 


“Oh! that | were more worthy of it, not for my own 
sake, but for the sake of Him who suffered and died on 
the Cross of Calvary, to redeem us from the power and 
just punishment of sin. 

“Indulge me, before I conclude, with one simple request. 
It is, that the Publishing Committee would ever bear in 

2ind the high respon-ibility of their office; and always 
feel that, as the efernal destinies of souls may hang upon 
their deliberations and doings, no Tract should ever issue 
from the depository of this Society, which does not con- 
tain enough of Divine truth to guide the ignorant and the 
inquiring sinner into the path of eternal life.” 


From the first paragra. h, it appears that Christ died on 
Calvary to save us from the “JUST PUNISHMENT OF SIN,” 
and that for the sake of Christ, the President regrets his 
that is 
As the president, however, seems 


unworthiness to assist in this object ; , In saving men 
from just punishment. 
to doubt the ability, or inclination of Christ in effecting 
this unjust object, this Tract society is loudly called upon 
to assist in this act of injustice, by the consideration, that 
the eternal destinies of souJs may hang upon their doings. 
if the final state of men depend upon the doings of those 
societies which can patronise such sublimated nonsense, | 


would say, for one, from 


such salvation, “good Lord de- 
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The ae ti 


Stephen KR. Smith has resigned the charge of 
his people in the vicinity of Utica N. Y. and gone to the 
second Universalist Church, Philadelphia. May the bless- 
ing of Heaven attend his labour in that place, and render 
him aud the people of his cherge patterns of christian up 
rizbtness and enlightened zeal in the holiest cause that ever 
yarmed the heart or engaged the understanding of man 
or angel, 
—=— 

The Universalist associations in N. Y. at their late 
meeting, feeling the inconveniency of travelling a great 
distance to attend the general Convention, and believing 
the union, strength and edification of the societies in thei: 
fellowship would be promoted by a division of New York 
from New England, formed a State Convention, which is 
denominated THE UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION OF THE 
STATE OF NEW York. 


years, by the good hand of God upon us, we have length- 


Thus, in the space oi a few 


ened our cords and strengthened our stakes, till, from a 
little company, we have increased to a great multitude, 
—_— 

We have received the first number of a new paper, en- 
titled the Canprp Examiner, published at Montrose, 
Pa. and conducted by C. R. Marsh. 
liberal sentiment in every portion of our highly favored 


The prevalence of 


country proves the steady march of truth, and excites 
the conductors of all the public journals, that plead for 
the honor of God and the happiness of our race, to in 
crease their efforts in the defence and illustration of ra- 


tional christianity, and to show themselves patterns oi 


good works. We give the following extract from the 


| icditor’s address. 


“To believers inthe Abrahamic faith, who stagger not at 
ithe promise of God, through unbelief, but being strong ir 
faith give glory to God; believing thet what he has s promised 
he is also able to perform, we wish you al the happiness 
which an unshaken confidence ta the boundless 
of the kind Parent of the universe, can give, and all that 
conformity to the divine requirements which that faith 
which works by lore and purifies the heart, can produce. 
We congratulate the brethren of thts vicinity on that great 
field of joy which is opening before them in prospect oi 
the glorious success which presents circumstances prom 
ise to their cause. 


goodness 


Truth appears to be on its march, attended with tri- 
umphant conquest. But afew years since, the doctrine 





liver ne.” xX. 





twhich teaches that the Grace of God brinzeth salvation te 
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in 1 this section of ‘country. The feeble voice er lifted 
up in itssupport, diel away unheard amid the thunders 
that were uttered agatost it. 
of heayen to open many ears to the still small voice, until 
‘thas sounded far around and has been echoed back again 
by those who welcomed its testimony to their believing 
bearts. The progress of our cause has been more rapid, 
than the most sanguine hopes of its first patrons. 

‘They saw our cause, when. like a tender plaat, it was 
trampled upon by the unpitying foot of every spoiler, but 
now they behold it as a goolly tree of the forest, promis- 

1g in its speedy growth ere long to rear its shooting top as 
liigh as the proudest monarch of the wood.—They saw 
st as a little murmuring stream, iusufficient to bathe, with 
ts scanty waters, the burning feet of the weary pilgrim ; 
but now they behold it, 
streams, swelling to a flowing river, bearing down on its 
strong curreat the obstacies which would impede its prog- 
res3.— This pleasing prospect brethren, calls for our con- 
tmued exertion, As instruments in the hand of God, in 
surthering his views it is hoped you will not disgrace your 
holy he ener by a careless negligence e of those dutie 

which your divine religion enjoms. It is yours to id 
by well ordered lives and godly conversation, that your 
faith hasnot that deme ralizing inffuence which your en- 
emies have so often insinuated. It is yours to show forth 
the excelleucy of your doctrine, by excellency of conduct 
It is therefore hoped und expected that every believer in 
tiod’s universal j,oodness 
cometh the true and genuine christian.” 

—»_—— 


A DIALCGUE 
Between a Universalist and a Calrinist Baptist. 
|It is proper to observe, that the conversation, of which 
the following is the substance, was in the presence of a sick 
man, who professed a belief in the final salvation of all 
men. ‘The Calvinist Raptist had frequently visited the 
sleclining man, and in addition te deeds of kindness, had 
endeavored to shake his faith in the doctrine he professed. 


Ite expressed a tearful concern for the immortal welfare of 


his sick neighbor, and did all in his power to alarm him, 
and destroy his confidence in the God of his salvation.— 
When the “Universalist” entered the room, the “Baptist” 
was relating the religious exercises and joys of a pious old 
lady, whom he considered a remarkable example of chris- 
tian resignation. After the usual civilities,and he had ex- 
plained the nature of his discourse, the Baptist proceeded 
us follows :j 


Tue Baptist. The old lady is really pious, and gives 
fullest evidence of being a child of God. Her mind 
seems to be wholly exercised in religion—she is waiting 
rill her change come, that she may go and be with Christ. 
O, itisa blessed thing to give such evidence of being born 
igaiu by the Holy Spirit, to be reconciled and happy in 
view of death and eternity. 
Tur Universanist. Yes, sir, it is truly gratifying to 
seer 3 a scene ae that you were mentioning. . I can 
peak experimentally, when I say it isa serious, pleasing 
sight, to behold such instance sof pious resignation. It has 
— my p rivilege to visit many, whose minds were ina 
urely religions frame. [have just left the sick chamber 
of anelderly woman, who is probably in a consumption ; 
she is as perfectly willing to die, as any persen in town is to 
live and enjoy xood health. Her faith in Christ is so 
great und lively, that her only fear appears to be, that she 
may possibly reeover, and not go immediately to be with 


a 


Christ. Sof suppose, sir, that you would consider her “a 
éhild of God,”’—would you not? 
Bap. Why.Ido not know as] should. Much depends 


en circumstances in such eases. 


Uni. Ah,and what are the circumstances to which you 
13 a P 
ude : 


But it has pleased the God} godliness. 





with the conjunction of ot herivour own weight and measure. 
c 7 . 


*jten, 


will so demean himeclf as be-|¢ 





Bap. W x I will ‘ws 1 you, sir. It would be necessary 
to know that the person had experienced religion, and had 
given evidence of a renewed heart, by a life of piety and 


Uni. But if all /hat is necessary to show that one is the 
child of God, why do you take so much pams to alter the 
faith of people on a death-bed: Suppose you convert 
them to your opinion, wil that enable them to exhibit a 
previous lite of piety? 

Bap. Why, no,t don't know as it would; but there 
are some instances in which God performs his strange 
work, and plucks sinuers, as brands from the burning, even 
in their last sickuess. Still I do not consider it sate, in gen- 
eral, to depend on death-bed repentance. 


Uni. Very well,sir, you shall have things according to 
The aged woman ot 
% bom I was speaking, was converted many years ago, join- 
ed an orthodox chureh in this town, and has ever since 
maintained a good christian cnaracter, as the venerable 
clergyman to whose church she belonged can testify. Arc 
these circumstances enough to convince you of her piety 
.|and fitness for heaven ? 


Bap. 1 do not know as they are. I should wish to 
know that she embraced the leading points of the gospel}, 
before | passed my judgment in her favor. 

Uni. Butit appears to me, you change your ground of- 
Just now, you called a recone:led, happy irame of 
mind, the brightest evidence of one’s bemg the child oi 
sod; then, vou required cerlain circumstances, as the one 
thing needful in the case; but having them furnished, you 
are now after something else, and must have them believe 
rizght,as well as feel andact right. But never mind that; 
perhaps we shall agree in the sequel, notwithstanding these 
introductory differences, What are those pomts that you 
consider so essential / 


Bap. Why there are many important points in the 
faith of God's children. But a cordial belief in the neces- 
stty of repentance, of regeneration by the oly Spirit, and 
of being saved by Jesus Clirist, and by him alone, is indis- 
pensable to the christian faith. 


Uni. Very good,sir; you must yet admit that the aged 
perzon I was speaking of, is a true child of God; for she is 
very clear and stediast on all those points. She holds that 
repentance is essential to salvation—that every hard and 
corrupt heart must be renewed, and that not one sioner 
will be, or can be saved, excepting through Jesus Christ. 
So I conclude you will own her as a child of God. 


Bap. O yes, [don’t know but I shall, if all that is true, 
and I have no right to dispute your word. 

‘Uni. Well,sir, lam really glad to see you so liberal 
and reasonable, after so longarun. | am the more pleased 
because the good old lady informed me, a few days ago, 
that she believed in the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
when she joined parson K*****’s church, and that he, 
knew it; that she had remained in the same faith ever 
since ; and, notwithstanding all the pains that had been ta- 
ken, before and since her sickness to alter her belief, she 
continued to increase in faith and joy; that her Saviour 
appears more and more precious; aud that he is able and 
willing to restore, in his own proper time, the whole world 
of mankind. She— 

Bap. Ah,you have said enough to convince me that 
she is nota christian; she is nut a child of God; it is im- 
vossible. 
Uni. 

Bap. Because she cannot be a christian and embrace 
that fatal delusion. No child of God ever believed that 


dangerous heresy. It causes them grief to see others em- 
brace it. 


But why so, my dear sir? 


Uni, 


But what do you mean by Aercsy ? 
cordial 


it canaot he a 


assent te the keading y points, just m entionet 
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Bap. Ono; itis the belief that all mankind will be 
finally saved. 

Uni. Then youcall it heresy, on account of the number 
embraced in the faith, and not on account of the means by 
which the great work is effected ! 


Bap. No, you don’t exactly understand me; I mean 
that a belief in your doctrine is enough to convince me 
tnat the person who has that faith, is not a child of God, or 

a true christian. 


Uni. Well, sir, now [understand you; your meaning 
is, that no person can be a christian, unless he believes in 
the doctrine of endless misery. That repentance, reform- 
ation, and forty or fifty years’ walk of piety, together with 
1 calm and fearless resignation to the will of God on a bed 
of sickness and of death, must all become prostrate before) 
this all-essential article of the orthodox faith. You mean 
to tell me that J am not a christian, but an infidel or a 
neretic. 





Bap. Yes, you may have it so if you please; though I; 
don’t wish to say any thing to give offence, or that may be 
considered improper. 

Uni. You have done right, sir, in dealing plainly with 
me; I want no flattery; uor shall I take any offence at 
your frankness. I lave a very different opinion of you, 
from what you have of me; I consider you a pious, wel! 
meaning christian, though [ think youimbibe some very 
erroneous notions of religion. But since you believe your- 
self to be a real christian, by having been made to belhreve 
in that, without which no one can bea child of God, I wish 
you to instruct me a little, that I may not remain in the 
gross darkness, in which you thinkfam. Let me inquire 
what the unrenewed sinner must do, in order to save him- 

elf, or induce God to save him. Because, if any thing 
can be done by me, to escape eternal woe, I engage to set 
myselfabout it forthwith. 


Bap. ©, you misunderstand my meaning, if you sup-}* 
pose | would imply, that any thing can be done by us, to 
save ourselves. The sinner is in a depraved and entirely 
helpless state. He is blind, and deaf, and lost, and even 
dead ia trespasses and sius, and has no more power to re- 
new his own soul, than a dead man has to ses, or hear, or 
feel, or rise up and walk. [remember very well how it 
was with me when I was converted. The work was whoel- 
ly of God. I stood out against the Divine Spirit, till I was 
overcome by its almighty power, and compelled to sub- 
mit. Tecan take no part of the praise tomysell; the glory 
belongs to God, because the work is altogether his. Ifthe 
inner could do any thing towards lis own salvation, he 
would have a right toclaim part of the praise, should he do 
all that was in his power. But God has assured his peo- 
ple, that he will not give his praise to another. 


Uni. ithank you, sir, for your kindness in putting me 


Ho — ——-— | 


sinner should i improve the means of g grace, and seek for re- 
pentance, and ask God for his Holy Spirit?) T want Mr. 





N io submit to the is th of God's spirit, and 
fallin with the overtures of mercy. God is willing to save, 
if he will but comply with the conditions of the gospel, 
while the door of mercy is open. 

Uni. But I am really surprised at your language, Capt. 
4B . Do youmean that adead man, or one who is 
unconverted, can comply with the terms of merey? And if 
he should comply with the cond:tions of the gospel, as you 





call them, would he not do something towards his galve- 


tion? If he cannot be saved unless he does something, and 
by doing it issaved, | am sure you will not persist in say- 
ing, he has done nothing towards his salvation. vo. Will you 
just inform this sick man of one thing which he can do to 
secure his eternal salvation ? 

Bap. Tell him what he ean do? Why, I just now told 


‘you that salvation was wholly of God, and that the crea 


ture’s works had nothing todo with it. God knows who 
are his people, and he makes them willing in the day of 
his power ; and they give ail the glory toiim. “This is 
the way in which I understand the subject, and it appears 
plain and easy te all the dearchildren of God. But those 
who are unrenewed, and unconverted, aad blind, cannot 
see the beauty of this work of God for bis children, 

Uni. Very well; having settled one point, and ascer- 
tained that, according to your creed, the sinner can do ne- 


take the liberiy to ask you what you mean by the dear 
children of God, and by their salvation. Do you mean 
that God has elected a definite number of his earful of 
spring, and that he saves’them in his own time and way? 

Bap. Why, that is a snbject that Ido not eare saying 
much about. I generally teil people who ask me that 
question, that Ged is wiiling to save ali: pentent sinners ; 
and that if they come to him, in the way the gospel pre- 
scribes that he will accept of them and save them. ‘This 
isas much as] think it prudent ts say to narenewed peo- 
ple, on that point. Itisa very delicate subject, and muet 
be handled in a delicale manuecr. 

Uni. Lunderstand you, Sir; but then, your answer doc 
not satisfy me atall. You need not use any reserve with 
me; for any thing that looks like equmvoeation is by uo 
means caleuiated to satisfy my mind, IT did not ask you 
about God's being wilking that men should be saved; bu’ 
I inquired whether or no, you admit that he has a purpo: 
in sending his Son into the world. Whea Ged sent ihe 

ord Jesus to die for mex, did he determine to save and 
make happy a eertain number of the human fanily; er 
was he less careful concerning the final result of his missiou, 
than of the consequences which might follow the fall of 
a sparrow or of an hairfrom your head? Now, be lon- 
est, and let us know your views. 


, 





back into your path again. Yon do not hold then, that an} 
unconverted person can do any thing, whatever, tow: irds| 


his salvation; but that it is wholly of Got, ‘The sinner is, 

blind, deaf, helpless and dead, and therefore wholly and) 
entirely dependent on the ageucy of the Spirit, for his con- 
version and salvation. 


Bap. Yes, that is my meaning; and not, as you were 
disposed to imply, that the sinner must co something to 
save himself. Ifsalvation was of works, there would be 
no need of grace; but we are saved by grace, and not by, 
works. 


Uni. Well,sir, since we thus far understand cach other, I 
want to ask you, what you are calculating to effect by your 
labors on thzs sick man. 1 am told that you are daily warn- 
ing him of his danger, exhorting him to repent, to secure 
an interest in Christ, before it is forever too late; and 
much more of the same kind. Now, what propriety is 
there, in such exhortations? 


Bap. Why, Mr. S———-, do you not admit that the 





Bap. Indeed, it is a very delicate point; and ¥ ehore te 
touch upon iteautiously. Butwhen I do see fit fo express 
imy opinion on the su bject, Iam constrained to say that l 
'helieve God had chosen a certain part of mankind for hiv 
'self, on whom he intended to pour out his grace, even l«- 
ifore Adam wascreated. They are his chosen people, and 
jhe determined to save them froin all cternity. He chose 
them in the covenant of his grace, and their salvation is 
justas certain as the oath of God. Put don’t wish to 
isay this before unrenewed people, because it is naturally 
‘calculated to harden their hearts and make them worse. 


Uni. Now you talk candidly, and give us some infor- 
mation concerning your real belief. Yor and I are per- 
fectly agreed that all will be finally made happy, wheni 
Gou included im the covenant of mercy; but I want to 
know whether you suppose there is any way provided for 
the salvation of those helpless, ruined sinners, whom God 
did not, according to your views, design to sare by his Son? 
Can you tell me how (try can obtain eternal life ansl be 
happy forever? 





thing but stand still and see the salvation of God, IT will 
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Bap. Vdeu't wish to say any thing on 1 that pout, | must}. 
leave them in the hands of a merciful God; he bes 
knows What will become of them. 


Uni. But, Sir, } cannot believe you are sincere in What 
youuowsay. Youdo not believe that God is merciful 
towards f/m, however he may be, as it respects “his peo- 
pie.” Do he honest once more: and tell us plainly wheti- 

these sinners, can possibly, all things considered, ix 

d. Remember, sir, we are in the company of a sick 
man. who takes the deepest interest, in what we say. 

Bep. Well, let it go that the finally impenitent were 
pot included in the covenant of mercy; still they ought to 
sirive to fiee from the wrath tocome. We dou't know 
whoare chosen and whoare not; so there is no excuse for 
indifference ; God will not save without the use of means. 


; 
s 
‘ 


Uni. But what means can people use, if God has repro- 
bated them to endless misery: ‘There are no means tor 
ihem; and why not say it, in so many words? Why talk 
about their using means to be saved? You know it is al- 
together preposterous and deceptive. And now I want 
you to tell me what the elect are saved from? 


Bap. Why, they aré by nature and practice as sinful as 
others. and as such, exposed to God's everlasting displeas- 
unre. But be interpeses with his blood and saves them 
trom the wrath to come. 


Une. It cannot be that you understand yourself, my 
friend. If God chose an elect number, rom eternity, do 
ou not see that, never since they were thus chosen, could 
they be exposed to such punistiment ? The elect were 
never inthe danger you describe, even according to your 
own erced, Not only so, but the non-elect can never be! 





RELIG GIOUS INQUIRER. 


rion already, and there fore either do wot study the Bible 
at all, or they study it for some other purposes than that 
of learning. So that the hgat of trath 1s prevented from 
reaching their understandings and gongs either by closing 

“e volume which contains i,or by closing their eyes 
When the volume is opened. Whiaiever is done then 
toward promoting the frequent, studious, intelligent pera. 
sal ot the sacred volume, is so much for the advancement 
and influence of the Gospel; as it was the bringing out 
of the scriptures from their bidden places, which shook 
the powerof the Papal throne ; so 't is through removing 
of tue veil from them and introducing them freely and 
learlessly to the understandings of men, which sha:} ensure 
the dommion of the consistent and glorious Gospel.— Ware, 
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And muci as the Printer of this paper wishes to ciren- 
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indess danger ; because no way is provided tor their s salva-, M-riden—Darling Dayton. 
ton. Of what service then, are all your frightful warn-|. Vid Netown—J. Stowe, P.M. 


poys ? 


loctrinc. If God was angry with the elect, and wanted! 


to dain them, how caine a way to be prov ided for their| Vew-Mi/ford—C. B. Glover 
Could he be full of wrath towards them, and yet] Southinetlon—Seth Pec k. 


escape 
» them so, as to serc them trom his orn wrath ? 
your scheme, Sir. and see absurdities. It is 
tons and incons.:teneers But lest we shold 
tre rength of the sick man. shall retrain from! 

‘urther remarks.---Ch. Intelligencer 


ORDINATION. 


’ instant, Br. Calvin Gardner,| 

Ordained Pastor. over the First Universalist Chureb 

and seciety in Chari Vil. Res 
by Br. ?. Dean: datroduciory Prayer. by Br. H. Ballou, 

»?; Sermon, by Br. T’. Jones, from 1. Pet. iv. 11. If any) 

man . i det how speck as the vracles of God”; Ordainin 
Prayer. by Br. S. Streeter; Delivery of the Scriptures 
and Corre, by Br. H. Ballou Right Hand of Fellow- 
hip. by Br. Beaja. Whittemore; Address to the Church 
and Seciety, by Br. S. Stetson: Coneluding Prayer, by 
‘ttemore ; and Henedciction, by Br. C. Gard- 

ur of the Soc.ety performed several appro- 

€ dusie, in excellent style, and sung a 

‘un composed fér the occasion, which will be inserted 

) our next number. All these Services were heard, 

with good attention, by a respectable congregation.---.Wag. 

—~ I 

CIRCULATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

One chief canse of erroris want of knowledge. 

uphold false syst ms, because they are ignorant of the 

truth. Andthe great book of trath cannot be familiarly 

qn the hands of all, exercising its rightful influence over 

minds and hearts, and yet the dominion of error and false- 

hood stand. The evil at present is that the scriptures are 

ither sufficiently read, nor with sufficient freedom. 

oo many still pay too great deference to their theological 
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